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intellectual quality of the play There was some cleverly
disciplined crowd-work the company was especially good at
circular crowd-swirls, interthieadmg into a vortex and un--
winding very prettily But all this was not very useful for
"Hamlet After the play had unsettled the King, the courtiers
and ladies circled for awhile like the blessed spirits m
Dante's Paradise, ladies clustered over the dead Queen at
the finish like Dante's ecclesiastical Rose, and the King
died on a glorious pirouette Such lovely circles, however,
are scarcely suitable for Hamlet The play expresses some-
thing more angular, enigmatic,, out of joint like a broken
arm Now for Antony and Cleopatra it might be different This
luxuriant harmony characterized the whole The perform-
ance was a joy It lasted four hours, and I could have heard
and seen it all over again, but there was too little of Hamlet
in my mind I have known the Merchant of Venice seriously
mishandled It was a very 'original9 production That, to-
day, means, I fear, that all sorts of queer and wrong things
happened that bore no relation to the text The caskets,
which should be dominating and solid, were painted on an
arras falling down the side of a higher stage-level Not dis-
tinguishing them, one felt hot during Morocco's speech, sus-
pecting a mistake Finally he produced the caskets' contents
from the wall I still don't know how When Bassanio's turn
came there was not even the wall He stood fingering the
keys and speaking 'This time',, I thought, Something has
gone wrong' But the higher level -slowly rpse during his
speech, and, by the time Bassanio was ready, the caskets, or
pictures of them> were m place You see, none of this illu-
minates the text, and much of it will distract and often con-
flict violently with words spoken During Bassaruo's speech
m the first scene describing Portia to Antonio the stage be-
hind the speakers slowly opened, and Portia was supposed
to use - actually the machinery wqnt wrong - sitting on
Belmont the words did not need that sort of pointing But
here is something we may approve the Cauldron scene in
Macbeth has been done with voices off and Macbeth tossing